
  William Beckman  
William Beckman is a longtime public works professional with many years of experience 
working for and leading municipalities, engineering consulting firms, and industry 
organizations. Bill is a marketing and project development professional at Varius Inc. 
with unique and valuable insight into the needs and goals of public agencies as those 
agencies pursue their improvement projects and define their budget goals. 

Current: As a former City Administrator and Public Works Director, Bill has had oversight 
over a variety of public works projects, and his background helps him help Varius's 
clients strategize, prioritize, and execute their projects. Bill strives to bring effective 
solutions to public agencies to assist with the improvement planning process and ease 
their administrative burden. 

Previous Municipal Experience: Bill's history in public works began in 1973 with the 
Stanwood Water Company. In 1986, the City of Stanwood purchased the utility and 
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hired Bill as the Water Department Manager. At the City of Stanwood, Bill served as: 

*Water Department Manager 1986-1996 

*Operations Director 1996-1998 

*Public Works Director 1998-2007 

*City Administrator 2005-2007 

Over his 34 years in Stanwood, Bill was involved in the oversight of numerous public 
works projects, including: 

-Construction of Wastewater Treatment Plant -Construction of Water Treatment Plant 

-Construction of Stanwood Fire Station -Reservoir construction 

-Water and sewer main construction -Well construction and rehabilitation 

-Pump station construction -Bridge construction 

-Street construction -Telemetering projects 

-Code development -Development of public works standards 

-Development of fee structures 
 

Bill took the lead in finding key people to fill the City's roles, in developing and 
administering budgets, and coordinating with everyone from the City Council to 
contractors. Bill's expertise helped secure both Public Works Trust Fund loan as well as 
Department of Ecology grant to fund construction of the City's Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. 

Bill worked with WSDOT and Snohomish County to get a break in access on SR-532 to 
bring in QFC and other businesses to the City. The project had numerous obstacles, but 
after two years of effort, Bill brought the SR-532 Route Development Plan to fruition. To 
commemorate his efforts, 92nd Avenue NW is known as Beckman Boulevard. 

mailto:bill.beckman@variusinc.com


Previous Consulting Experience: Leaving the City of Stanwood after 34 years of service, Bill shifted 
to the private sector and joined RH2 Engineering as their Marketing Manager. There, Bill spent several 
years fostering client relationships, attending conferences, and being involved in industry 
organizations. 
 
Previous Industry Group Experience: Bill has been very involved in utility-related industry groups, 
not only as a member, but as an active organizational leader.  The groups in which Bill has held office 
include: 

1) American Water Works Association (AWWA – see previous page for positions held) 
2) Evergreen Rural Water 
3) North Snohomish County Water Utility Coordinating Committee – Bill served as the 

Chair and was directly involved in the development of the North County Regional Water 
Plan. 

 
Bill has received a number of awards for his service, including the George Warren Fuller Award in 2010, 
which is awarded for distinguished service to the water supply field in commemoration of the sound 
engineering skill, the brilliant diplomatic talent, and the constructive leadership which characterize the 
life of George Warren Fuller. Bill was also the recipient of the Powell Lindsay Citation in recognition of 
outstanding service and exceptional devotion to the activities of the Pacific Northwest Section which 
characterized the lives of William H. Powell and Alexander Lindsay. 
  

 


